
 
Presenting the 2010 Teaching Staff 
 
 
Rachel Arnston, M. S., CCC-SLP. Since 1980, Rachel Arntson’s experience as a speech-language pathologist in 
Minnesota has included a hospital, pediatric clinic, and currently early intervention for young children.  She is co-
founder of Kids’ Express Train and has recorded with CDs (2 in Spanish) focusing on simple speech practice for 
children. 

Phyllis Butler, M. A., CCC-SLP, is currently the Program Consultant at the Louisiana Department of Education 
(LDE) who supervises Speech-Language, Dyslexia, and Section 504 programs in Louisiana’s schools.  Prior to 
employment with the LDE, Phyllis spent over fifteen years working as a speech-language pathologist in Germany, 
Texas, Missouri, and Louisiana, primarily serving students in the public school setting.  Phyllis is board certified 
with the Louisiana Board of Examiners for Speech Pathology and Audiology and is an active member of the 
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association, the State Education Agencies Communication Disabilities 
Council, and several other professional organizations.  

Diane German, Ph.D., is professor at National-Louis University, Chicago, Illinois, holder of an Endowed Chair, an 
ASHA fellow and author of the Test of Word Finding-Second Edition, the Test of Adolescent/Adult Word Finding, 
the Test of Word Finding in Discourse, and the Word Finding Intervention Program, Second Edition.   
 
Steven Griffin, M. A., CCC-SLP has practiced in the public schools for 12 years and is currently a district wide 
literacy intervention coach for the Reynoldsburg City School District located on the east side of Columbus, Ohio.  
He also serves as an adjunct professor in the Department of Speech and Hearing Science at The Ohio State 
University and works with students, teachers and parents designing literacy interventions for at-risk populations.  
Steve owns and co-authors www.readingresource.net, a website dedicated to literacy intervention. 
 
Patricia Hamaguchi, M. A., CCC-SLP is an SLP with 28 years in the field in both school-based and private 
settings.  She has written several books including Childhood Speech-Language & Listening Problems: What Every 
Parent Should Know.  She is the founder/director of Hamaguchi & Associates, Pediatric Speech-Language 
Pathologists, Inc. (Cupertino, CA). 
 
David Hammer, M.A., CCC-SLP is the Coordinator of Speech and Language Services at the outpatient north 
satellite of Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  He has over 30 years of pediatric clinical experience, 
with specialty interests in apraxia of speech in children, childhood and adolescent stuttering, and severe 
articulation/phonological disorders. Dave has been invited to present workshops on apraxia of speech throughout 
the United States, Canada, and Australia.  He is a member of the CASANA (Childhood Apraxia of Speech 
Association of North America) Advisory Council.  Dave was member of ASHA ADHoc committee on childhood 
apraxia of speech.  He has been involved in the production of a number of apraxia-related DVDs and an innovative 
children’s CD. Dave is known for his practical and therapy-oriented approach to his presentations. 
 
Mona Keel, M.S., CCC-SLP is a Speech-Language Pathologist for the Livingston Parish Public Schools.  She has 
13 years experience in both the public and private settings.  She has experience implementing interventions and 
has been part of the parish wide assessment team for 1 year. 
 
Steven Madix, Ph.D., is an assistant professor of audiology at Louisiana Tech University.  He received his 
Master’s degrees in Audiology and Speech Language Pathology from Louisiana Tech University and his Ph.D. 
from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. 
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Celeste Mauro, MS, CCC-SLP is a Speech-Language Pathologist for the Livingston Parish Public Schools.  She 
has 15 years experience in both the public and private settings.  She has spent the last 2 years working with 
speech and language interventions and parish wide assessment. 
 
Janet Middendorf, M.A., CCC-SLP is the Clinical Manager of Speech Pathology services at Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital Medical Center. She has evaluated and treated children with Selective Mutism for the past 15 years. She 
collaborates with other speech-language pathologists in developing voice therapy plans for children with selective 
mutism. She has presented on the topic both locally and nationally.  
 
Shari Robertson, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, is a professor of speech-language pathology and Associate Dean for 
Graduate Study and Research at Indiana University of Pennsylvania.  Dr. Robertson is also past-president of the 
Pennsylvania Speech-Language Hearing and is co-chairing the upcoming ASHA Convention in Philadelphia.  Prior 
to obtaining her doctorate at UW-Madison, she was a school-based SLP and special education supervisor for 16 
years.  Having presented more than 200 workshops and seminars over the past 5 years, she is dedicated to 
bridging the gap between researchers and practicing clinicians. 
 
Sheryl Shoemaker, Ph.D., Au.D., CCC-A, F-AAA is an Associate Professor and Head of the Department of 
Speech at Louisiana Tech University.  Her major area of research is in the area of neural plasticity, remediation of 
(C)APD, and auditory evoked potentials. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


